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About three decades after Lombroso’s original work was 
published, and after a long period of dominance during 
that time, criminologists began to question his theory 
of atavism and stigmata. Furthermore, it became clear 
that there was more involved in criminality than just 
the way people looked, such as psychological aspects of 
individuals. However, scientists and societies were not 
ready to depart from theories, such as Lombroso’s, that 
assumed that certain people or groups of people were 
inferior to others, so they simply chose another factor to 
emphasize—intelligence, or IQ.

After Lombroso:  
The IQ-Testing Era

Despite the evidence presented against Lombroso, his 
theorizing remained dominant until the early 1900s, when 
criminologists realized that stigmata and the idea of a 
“born” criminal were not valid. However, even at that 
time, theorists and researchers were not ready to give up 
the assumption that certain ethnic or racial groups were 
superior or inferior to others. Thus, a new theory emerged 
based on a more quantified measure originated by Alfred 
Binet in France. This new measure was IQ, which repre-
sents an individual’s intelligence quotient. At that time, IQ was calculated as chronological 
age divided by mental age, which was then multiplied by 100—the average score being 
100. This scale has changed enormously over time, but the bottom line is determining 
whether someone is above or below the base score of average (100).

Binet had good intentions in creating the concept of IQ scores in France, which he 
formulated to identify youth who were not performing up to par in educational skills. 
Binet was explicit in stating that IQ could be changed, which is why he proposed 
a score to identify slow learners so that they could be trained to raise their IQs.18 
However, when Binet’s work on developing the idea and methods of scoring IQs was 
brought to the United States, his basic assumptions and propositions were twisted. 
One of the most prominent individuals who utilized Binet’s IQ test in the United States 
for purposes of deporting, incapacitating, sterilizing, and otherwise ridding society of 
low-IQ individuals was H. H. Goddard.

Goddard’s IQ Test
Goddard is generally considered the leading authority on the use and interpretation 
of IQ testing in the United States.19 Goddard used the IQ test he adopted from Binet’s 
model to examine immigrants coming into the United States. It is important to note that 
Goddard proposed quite different assumptions regarding intelligence or IQ than did 
Binet. To clarify, Goddard believed and claimed that IQ was static or innate, meaning 
that such levels could not be changed, even with training. The assumption of Goddard’s 
perspective of intelligence was that it was passed from generation to generation, from 
parents to offspring.

Goddard is known for labeling this low IQ feeble-mindedness, which actually became 
a technical, scientific term in the early 1900s referring to those who had significantly 
below-average levels of intelligence. Of course, being a scientist, Goddard specified cer-
tain levels of feeble-mindedness, which were ranked based on the degree to which the 

The simian crease is one of 
many minor physical anomalies 
recognized by modern medical 
science as manifestations of 
early developmental disorders.
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feeble-mindedness: 
technical, scientific 
term in the early 1900s 
meaning those who 
had significantly below-
average levels of 
intelligence.


